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Film Australia applauds strong audiences for quality documentaries

Friday, 8 September, 2006: Film Australia CEO Daryl Karp welcomed the outstanding results for last night’s screening of the documentary Who Killed Dr Bogle & Mrs Chandler?, saying quality documentaries were reaching more Australians.

The program screened on ABC TV to an audience of 1.8 million viewers making it Film Australia’s highest ever rating broadcast program. This comes just a week after acclaimed documentary Trafficked, also a Film Australia National Interest Program, screened to the highest-ever audience on SBS’s Storyline Australia.

Ms Karp said the approach by Film Australia to work with talented filmmakers on compelling subjects for the National Interest Program slate was producing work that excited Australian audiences.

She pointed to the recent cinema release of the award winning Film Australia documentary Unfolding Florence: The Many Lives of Florence Broadhurst by director Gillian Armstrong and writer Katherine Thomson, which ranked in the Top 20 at the Australian box office.

“Film Australia has been marking a proud 60 years of documentary production this year and I can’t think of a better way to celebrate than to build audiences for the great work of our documentary makers. We have several more programs from high profile filmmakers screening this year so we hope to see the trend continue,” Ms Karp said.

Media contact: Carolyn Grant (02) 9368 7277 or 0407 898 727 or email carolyng@avviso.com.au
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