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Mark Chapman fundraising screening of Downunder Grads to be hosted by Film Australia and SBS as part of the Sydney Film Festival 

Tuesday June 12, 2007: One of Mark Chapman’s latest productions, Downunder Grads, will be the feature of a fundraising screening to be held at Dendy Opera Quays, Wednesday June 20 – 6:15pm for 6:30pm start - as part of the Sydney Film Festival. 

Chapman, a much loved member of the Australian filmmaking community, suffered a severe stroke on May 11, and is currently recovering in Princess Alexandra Hospital in Brisbane. 

Highlights of Chapman’s extensive career as one of Australia’s most renowned documentary producers include Black Soldier Blues (2005), Gone to a Good Home (2006) and Elvis Lives in Parkes (2006). He is currently a Principal at Big Island Pictures and chair of the Australian International Documentary Conference Board (AIDC).

All proceeds from the fundraising screening will go to the Mark Chapman Trust Fund, set up to assist with paying medical expenses incurred from the various treatments he is currently undergoing. 

The Trust will aid Mark’s family with financial burdens in the absence of any personal health insurance – a testament to Mark’s overwhelming passion and commitment to filmmaking – often being put before his own needs. 

The screening will be episodes 1 & 2 of Mark's latest project  - the four-part series Downunder Grads. The documentary gives a special insight into the challenges facing this generation of students. Each character-driven story reveals the trials and triumphs of young people as they strive to make a life for themselves.

A poignant choice of film, as Chapman has mentored, provided opportunities for and employed hundreds of filmmakers over the years. 

WHAT:
Mark Chapman Fundraising Screening 

Episode 1 & 2 (50 mins) of the four-part series Downunder Grads. Festival screening restricted to 18+.
WHEN:
Wednesday June 20, 6:15pm for 6:30pm start. 

WHERE: 
Dendy Opera Quays, Cinema 3





Screening to be followed by a function. 

TICKETS:
$30/person from Ticketmaster on 136 100 or at www.sydneyfilmfestival.org (further donations in addition to ticket price accepted via Ticketmaster).  
Downunder Grads is a Film Australia National Interest Program in association with Big Island Pictures and the Pacific Film and Television Commission. Produced in association with SBS Independent. Directors Phoebe Hart, Randall Wood, Producer Mark Chapman, Executive Producer Penny Robins. 

Media Enquiries: Andy Brown Avviso PR for Film Australia 02 9368 7277 andyb@avviso.com.au

[image: image1.jpg]Film Australia Sydney Office 
101 Eton Road, Lindfield NSW 2070   
PO Box 46 Lindfield NSW 2070   
Tel +61 2 9413 8777   Fax +61 2 9416 5672
[image: image2.jpg]O
.
.
O
.
»

EILM AUSTRALIA



Film Australia Melbourne Office
3rd Floor, 145 Smith St, Fitzroy VIC 3065   
PO Box 1220 Collingwood VIC 3066   
Tel +61 3 9416 4825   Fax +61 3 9416 4826

www.filmaust.com.au

