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SYNOPSES 
One line synopsis

At last, an answer to one of the greatest unsolved cases in Australian crime history - the mysterious deaths of Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler.

One paragraph synopsis

At last, an answer to one of the greatest unsolved cases in Australian crime history. When the bodies of brilliant physicist Dr Gilbert Bogle and his lover Mrs Margaret Chandler were found in bizarre circumstances on a Sydney riverbank in 1963, it captured the public imagination and launched an unprecedented murder investigation. However, the Coroner could find no cause of death, killer or motive. Some suggested it was a Cold War assassination, others claimed it was an overdose of LSD. Now, four decades later, a re-investigation of the case and uncovers explosive new evidence. 
One page synopsis

At last, an answer to one of the great unsolved cases in crime history.

When the half-naked bodies of brilliant physicist, Dr Gilbert Bogle, and his lover, Mrs Margaret Chandler, were found in bizarre circumstances on a Sydney riverbank in 1963, it set into play an unprecedented forensic investigation. 

Autopsies offered little clue as to how the couple died, only that there were signs of a rapidly acting poison. Despite assistance from the FBI and Scotland Yard, the poison was never identified. At the end of a long and controversial coronial inquest, no cause of death, killer or motive could be identified. 

In the ensuing years, scores of tabloid theories have been put forward, from LSD to Cold War assassinations. But in the minds of many, including the police, Margaret Chandler’s husband, Geoffrey, was the likely culprit.  

Four decades later, this explosive documentary reveals startling new scientific evidence - evidence so powerful the police gave filmmaker Peter Butt unprecedented access to their forensic records. 

It provides a stunning solution to one of crime's most baffling riddles: who killed Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler?



BACKGROUND TO THE DOCUMENTARY
Filmmaker Peter Butt’s interest in the Bogle Chandler mystery dates back to the early 1980s when he began research for a feature film about nuclear engineer, Clifford Dalton. Dalton’s wife claimed he was murdered in a Cold War conspiracy. Dalton’s closest friend was Dr Gilbert Bogle who was allegedly investigating Dalton’s death when he too died, along with Margaret Chandler on the bank of the Lane Cove River.

 

As Peter Butt discovered, it was but one of many intriguing but far-fetched conspiracy theories the media and the public had latched onto to answer the mystery as to who killed Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler.

 

In 2004, while researching another film project, Peter Butt discovered an intriguing document concerning the case, which had just been declassified. It was a report detailing a joint Military Intelligence and Commonwealth Police investigation into Geoffrey Chandler’s possible connection with chemical weapons research. While the investigators found nothing to connect Chandler to chemical weapons, it was an unknown chapter to the very public case.

Peter tracked down Geoffrey Chandler to country NSW and told him about his discovery. Despite being wary of the media, Chandler agreed to travel to Sydney for a one-hour meeting. At a noisy café in Sydney, Peter handed over a copy of the document. Their discussion extended to dinner at the filmmaker’s home. An astonishing four days later, Geoffrey Chandler finally left, agreeing to back Peter’s further investigations.

In late 2004, Peter began intensive research for a documentary about the mystery, exploring the Cold War theories and the impact the case had on conservative Australian society and the media. At the time, he had no idea he would stumble upon a solution as to how the couple had met their fate.

As part of his research, Peter visited the site where Bogle and Chandler died. Some weeks later, something struck him about the “crime scene” that he had not read about in any public domain documents. Working on a hunch, he came up with a poison that not only delivers similar symptoms to those experienced by Bogle and Chandler but can be fatal.
Peter contacted a number of scientists and asked them for advice. He didn’t mention the Bogle Chandler case, only that a lone person had died in a particular manner. One scientist said he didn’t think the poison administered in the way suggested would kill a human being, though he himself had experienced its toxic effects. The other scientist recalled a case where two men had died in a similar way.

Peter wondered if there was another way the poison could be delivered to the victims. He consulted another specialist who directed him to an archive of obscure files that she had found locally. These files proved there was another manner of delivery of the poison. I
t was the breakthrough Peter Butt had been looking for. 
On the strength of this information the Unsolved Homicides Review Unit of the NSW Police allowed Peter unprecedented access to the Bogle Chandler case files - specifically, the crime scene, pathology and forensic investigations. His aim was to find anything that could substantiate or disprove his theory.
There were over 1000 theories in the files, but there was no evidence that the original investigators even considered this poison as a possible cause of death. But there were documents, which strengthened the theory.  In particular, a Pathology report that had been suppressed at the Coroner’s Inquest, which suggested that the victims were well when they arrived at the river. 

Peter was able to track down the Chief Toxicologist who searched for poison in tissue samples taken from the victims. He was distressed to learn that he had not been told this vital information.

Police records also enabled Peter to find the only surviving scientific detective who worked on the case. On New Year’s Day 1963, he had made a photographic record of the crime scene. Miraculously, he was able to supply photographs that were not in the police files. Two photographs in particular revealed a completely different scenario as to where the couple fell ill than was reported anywhere in the crime scene documents. 

From the case files, Peter learnt that six weeks into the investigation detectives wrote to law enforcement agencies and forensic scientists around the world asking for assistance to solve the mystery. 

The chief pathologist at the Department of Forensic Medicine in London concluded from the autopsy reports that the poison was probably a certain type of toxin. This was the class of toxin central to Peter Butt’s theory.

The real breakthrough came in the way of a chance comment by the chief toxicologist during a preliminary interview. He admitted something that he had not told the police or the coroner. During his 15 month investigation, he had noticed a strange abnormality in the blood of the victims. An abnormality that neither he nor the government analyst could explain.
An American forensic toxicologist and expert in this one particular type of poison, who was overseeing Peter’s investigation, believed this to be crucial evidence. 

While the poison is rarely detected in autopsy, he said, the blood abnormality was a feature sometimes found in other victims and is not caused by any other known toxin. It was the ‘fingerprint’ of the poison in question!

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
On New Year’s morning 1963, two half-naked bodies were found in mysterious circumstances on the bank of Sydney’s picturesque Lane Cove River. 

The victims were Dr Gilbert Bogle, a brilliant CSIRO physicist who was married with four young children and Margaret Chandler, a former nurse and mother of two children who was married to Bogle’s scientific colleague, Geoffrey Chandler.

The deaths sparked the most intensive forensic investigation yet seen in Australia. But autopsies offered little clue as to how the couple died, only that there were signs of a rapidly acting poison. 

Despite assistance from the FBI and Scotland Yard, the toxin was never identified. At the end of a long and controversial Coronial Inquest, no cause of death, motive or killer had been established. 

The mysterious circumstances surrounding the deaths bred rumours; early speculation suggested an overdose of aphrodisiacs; a suicide pact; or a party prank, involving dog- worming tablets. 

In the ensuing years, scores of tabloid theories were put forward, from LSD to Cold War assassinations. But in the minds of the police and the press, Margaret Chandler’s husband, Geoffrey, was the likely culprit.  

Four decades on, Who Killed Dr Bogle & Mrs Chandler? reveals a witness to the tragedy not investigated and astonishing scientific evidence missed during the original enquiry. These facts encouraged the NSW Police to provide filmmaker, Peter Butt, unprecedented access to their forensic records to allow his investigation to continue. 

The film also presents evidence suppressed to protect morality that was not passed on to the Chief Toxicologist who spent 15 months vainly searching for the poison in the victims’ tissue samples.


Interviews with key people in the case, including detectives and the prime suspect Geoffrey Chandler, help reconstruct in forensic detail the events that led up to the deaths and the controversial aftermath. 

Featuring Nicholas Hope as Geoffrey Chandler, Octavia Barron-Martin as Margaret Chandler, Rhys Muldoon as Dr Gilbert Bogle and narrated by Hugo Weaving, Who Killed Dr Bogle & Mrs Chandler? is a gripping detective story which provides an explosive solution to one of the most baffling cases in the history of crime. 


DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT: Peter Butt
This film took me into the realm of early forensic science in Australia and by overlaying 21st century knowledge and research techniques I stumbled upon an answer to the mystery. I am at pains to point out that it wasn’t my intention to come up with a solution. 

My original interest was how a case of sex and death involving the intellectual class impacted on conservative Australia.  

The biggest challenges in moving from pure documentary to dramatisation were maintaining a sense of truth and getting inside the characters. The script is based largely on private, public and official documents as well as interviews with key players. Some scenes, where there were no witnesses, were hypothesised from police scientific files and our new scientific and historical evidence. 

The biggest challenge was to find locations and props, such as homes and cars identical to the originals. The number plate on Dr Bogle’s car is based on the original, blown up more than 100 times from a photograph. While the Chandler home has been renovated, we found an identical house a few doors up.   

We assembled a wonderful cast and crew. More than 150 people appear on screen. The support and belief in the project was overwhelming. For most it was a leap of faith. For confidentiality reasons only three members of the cast were given the full story detailing how the couple died. 

When we were filming scenes by the river leading up to the deaths, 
 members of the crew were totally confounded and were left to ponder what was going on. No one came close to the answer. Filming was as much a mystery as the case itself, but it kept everybody interested. I hope all their questions are answered when they finally see the finished film.


CAST

Nicholas Hope (plays Geoffrey Chandler)
Nicholas Hope was propelled to instant recognition after winning the 1994 Australian Film Institute best actor award for his role in Rolf de Heer’s Bad Boy Bubby. British born, Nicholas moved to Australia at the age of six and now divides his time between Sydney and Northern Europe. His film roles range from Hal Hartley’s Henry Fool to Raja Gosnell's Scooby-Doo, while TV viewers have seen him in ABC productions including Changi and Frontiers, and BBC productions including Fallen and Getting Hurt. His theatre performances have ranged from a touring production of Ibsen's The Lady From the Sea in Ibsen's home country of Norway, to his own forthcoming play The Colour of Panic at the Sydney Opera House. His memoir Brushing the Tip of Fame is Nicholas’ take on what making movies and working with big and small stars is really like.

Nicholas Hope says: “What first excited me about the project was its basis in reality - the fact that it dealt with an unsolved mystery and at the same time gave a picture of Sydney and Australia in the 1960s - the time when I arrived in the country. Then there was the role: a man who, from my point of view, refused to accept the conventions of the machinery of investigation around him and whose refusal resulted in an assumption of guilt - as yet neither proven nor unproven. For an actor, it was a little like getting the chance to be in a real-life Australian version of Camus' The Outsider. And then I had discussions with Peter Butt, the director, and realised that his commitment to the project came with a deep respect for everyone involved - both in the real history, and in the realisation of it into film. His understanding of the characters, his ability to see the overview, his energy, and not least his previous films, convinced me that this would be something I would hate to miss. I had just finished working in Norway at that time, and had the potential of going into another project there; but this caught my imagination and belief so strongly that I felt I had no choice but to fly back to Australia to take part in it. What I experienced on set from all around me - crew, actors, director - confirmed my decision: but I have yet to see the film...maybe I'm a weak link!”



Octavia Barron-Martin (plays Mrs Chandler)

Octavia Barron-Martin’s first film role was as a schoolgirl in Looking for Alibrandi. That was in 1998 – the same year she completed the first semester of a Bachelor of Music at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Then she moved to Perth, graduating from the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts in 2001 in musical theatre. Since graduating, Octavia has worked in television (including The Alice, All Saints), film (The Honourable Wally Norman) and theatre (including Ensemble Theatre, Sydney Theatre Company).

Octavia Barron-Martin says: “When I mention the words Bogle and Chandler to people of another generation, everyone seems to remember it vividly. Some remember it as a murder, some a conspiracy - all as a mystery. No one seems to think of it as a tragedy. A tragedy that two people with young families of their own were taken away with no real answers for those left behind. Lying there, at dawn, in the very spot where she laid, looking up at what was probably Margaret's last sight of a soft blue sky through the trees, it hit me all at once what a sad, futile event it was. It was more than a salacious story about iniquitous Sydney's burgeoning sexual underbelly. It was about two people dying.

I think working on this gave me an insight into a moment in Australia's coming of age. Extra-marital affairs were nothing new. The 60s didn't invent them. But by the way people still speak of the Bogle Chandler case it was as if these two people became the unknowing trigger for a watershed in a reassessment of the way Australia looked at itself. That might be an over-statement but there is a reason that this case has such a place in our collective psyches. What struck me during shooting was the ordinariness of that night. Just another North Shore new year’s eve soiree, but it came to mean so much more.

There were times on this shoot, usually while I was having a joke with someone, that it would hit me all at once that these were real people who hadn't been put to rest. It was quite a weight, and a sad one. I just hope there can be some kind of ‘putting to rest’ for Margaret from this. She wasn't supposed to die that way. It was bizarre and sudden. Just a normal woman, wife and mother.”






Rhys Muldoon (plays Dr Bogle)

From Farscape to Grass Roots, from Play School to TV police dramas, Rhys Muldoon is known widely among television audiences. He has worked as an actor in TV, theatre and film - as well as a writer and director - since graduating from the Victorian College of the Arts in 1989. Nominated for an Australian Film Institute best actor award for his performance as Greg Dominelli in Grass Roots, Rhys was also nominated for a Green Room award for best actor in the 1995 theatre production, Decadence.

BIOGRAPHIES OF PRINCIPAL SUBJECTS:

Geoffrey Chandler


CSIRO electronics engineer, Geoffrey Chandler, was suspected of - but never charged with - the murders of his wife, Margaret, and his colleague, Dr Bogle, beside the Lane Cove River. His relationship with a group of intellectuals, libertarians and anarchists called The Push did not help his cause. Their attitudes to sex challenged the values of conservative society. His relationship with a young woman connected with The Push suggested to detectives a possible motive for murder. 
Despite the longest Coronial Inquest then seen in NSW, the case was not solved and Chandler remained a figure of suspicion. 
In the late 1960s, he found his CSIRO career stalled. He resigned and took over a company producing suburban newspapers, joining the industry that had vilified him. 
In 1969, he published a frank account of the case in So You Think I Did It?.
In the early 1970s, he backed a dramatic conspiracy theory, which claimed Dr Bogle and his wife were assassinated by a foreign intelligence agency. 

In Who Killed Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler?, Geoffrey Chandler reveals the impact both the police investigation and press scrutiny had on himself and his two sons. Moreover, he gives extraordinary insights into what it was like to be thrust into the national spotlight as the prime suspect in Australia’s greatest murder mystery.

As he says in the documentary: “Every day is a reminder because it’s different to what it ought to have been, and what it would have been if Margaret hadn’t gone down there. Then I would, one presumes, be still a happily married man with two grown up sons that wouldn’t be as unhappy in themselves as they have been - or still are - and life would have been different.”

Detective Ronald Rudgley 
Ronald Rudgley, now 71 years old, joined the Police Cadet Service in 1950 at 15 years of age and during the next four years was trained in criminal law and police procedure. He also became a proficient shorthand writer and typist and in 1953 served six months in the Royal Australian Air Force as a national service trainee.

At 19 he became a Constable in the NSW Police Force serving in uniform for a short period and commenced training to become a detective performing criminal investigation duties at Balmain, Chatswood and the City Divisions as well as the Vice Squad.
In 
1959, after qualifying as a Detective, he was transferred to the Criminal Investigation Branch and was engaged on the investigation of a number of significant murders and other serious crimes including the Graham Thorne kidnapping, the McLeod-Lindsay attempted murder and the Bogle and Chandler mystery.

He was engaged in all facets of the investigation surrounding the deaths of Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler which commenced on 1 January 1963 and continued until the Inquest was completed six months later. He then compiled and co-authored a 55 page report setting out all salient features of the case.

He later worked in various Criminal Investigation Branch areas including the Fraud Squad and Breaking Squad and spent a number of years attached to Internal Affairs Branch investigating complaints made against members of the Police Force. 
Later in his service he performed duty as a commissioned officer at Gosford, Chatswood and Eastwood Divisions.


In 1986, after 36 years service, Ronald Rudgley retired from the police force, having attained the rank Detective Inspector.
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BIOGRAPHIES

Peter Butt – Producer/writer/director

Peter Butt has been an independent documentary filmmaker for more than 20 years. His first film No Such a Place chronicled the rise and fall of the Glen Davis shale-mining town and was selected to screen with Peter Weir’s Gallipoli in more than 60 cinemas around the country. 

Peter then produced programs for ABC’s landmark A Big Country series, followed by numerous one-hour films, including Out of Darkness (about Australia’s prehistory) Life’s Labour’s Lost (about the future of work) and China – The Long March (retracing Mao’s epic retreat).

In 1988 he produced and directed My Father, My Country (for Film Australia, National Geographic and the BBC). The film followed a woman’s epic trek through 2000 kilometres of Papua New Guinea retracing her father’s 1938 patrol, which made first contact with isolated tribes. In another Film Australia production, Sheep’s Back, Peter explored the fading influence of the bush on Australia’s national identity. He also directed When the War came to Australia, a four-part series about the home front (Look Films for the ABC). 

Between 1996 and 2004 he was writer, director and editor of three high-rating history series The Liners, The Battleships and The Airships (Rob McAuley Productions for the ABC, Channel 4 in the UK). He received directing and editing nominations for The Liners in the 1998 AFI Awards.

In 1999, Butt (in association with Rob McAuley Productions) directed, wrote and edited Lies, Spies & Olympics for Film Australia, and in 2001, directed and wrote Fortress Australia, again for Film Australia, which uncovered Australia’s secret attempts to acquire nuclear weapons.

He was the writer/director of Silent Storm (2003), a Film Australia National Interest Program produced in association with SBS Independent, which uncovered secret animal and human experiments relating to nuclear fallout from the British Atomic Tests in the 1950s. The film was nominated for 14 national and international awards, including four AFI awards and named best film at the Earth Vision Environmental Film Festival in Tokyo.
Kris Wyld - Producer
After graduating from the University of Technology, Sydney (UTS), in 1984 majoring in Film Scriptwriting and Film and Television Production, Kris has been involved in the creation and/or script development of a number of award winning and groundbreaking television series. Kris has written many episodes of television drama, across a number of genres. But crime is a favourite. As script producer and writer, she was part of the team that created the award winning ABC drama series Wildside – 60 hours of crime stories. This was followed by further collaboration with Steve Knapman on the crime drama series White Collar Blue for Network Ten.


Krys Wyld: “Over the years, Peter Butt and I have had a number of conversations about the Bogle/Chandler deaths. Peter was obsessed with the mystery, although he believed it would probably never be solved. I was also intrigued by the murders and had developed several of my own theories about what may have occurred. When Peter approached me about working with him on the film, and showed me his script I was completely stunned. I have never seen such meticulous and thorough research; it was truly impressive. Peter had spoken to all the players who were still alive: detectives, witnesses, journalists, scientists and suspects. I believe Peter has solved the mystery. He is the detective filmmaker extraordinaire.”
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